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This takes approximately four to six years of study beyond the undergraduate level 
and includes the writing of a dissertation, a book-length original research project 
on a particular issue or problem. Your professors can provide you with details as 
to the nature of the process. A growing number of part-time faculty are teaching 
classes at many institutions, and these jobs, as well as those at community colleges, 
may be open to candidates with a master’s degree (generally attainable within a 
two-year period). Teaching languages, history, or social studies at the secondary 
or even primary level is also a possibility. Certification is usually required and may 
be secured in combination with many undergraduate majors by taking the appro-
priate education courses. While an advanced degree is generally not mandatory 
for teaching secondary or primary school, it is highly recommended and is often 
necessary to progress professionally and to command higher salaries.

In addition to providing the necessary credential to secure a faculty position 
at a college or university, a PhD (doctor of philosophy) also qualifies you to 
work as a researcher or analyst for the government or some privately funded 
policy institutes (often referred to as think tanks). PhD programs are generally 
organized by discipline, such as anthropology, geography, foreign language, his-
tory, or political science. There are also a few interdisciplinary doctoral pro-
grams in international/global studies.21

In some cases, students may be admitted directly to a PhD program when 
they finish their undergraduate studies. They earn the master’s degree once they 
complete the requisite number of classes and requirements along the way. In 
other instances, students may choose to enroll in a particular institution to 
acquire the master’s and then seek 
entrance to a PhD program elsewhere 
to continue with their studies. The 
standardized Graduate Record Exam-
ination (GRE) is often required as 
part of the admissions process. As 
you evaluate prospective programs, 
pay particular attention to financial 
support for both first-year and con-
tinuing students and the procedures 
for assisting graduates in their search 
for employment.

Most agencies, and even some companies, looking for employees with inter-
national knowledge and awareness will welcome individuals with master’s-level 
training. A discipline-based program offering internationally oriented course-
work and training will generally provide preparation of an academic nature. it 
is designed to further understanding of the theories, concepts, and issues that 
form the basis of the respective disciplines.

At the same time, the number of master’s level programs that focus on pre-
paring you for a professional career in the field of international affairs is grow-
ing. These tend to be interdisciplinary in character and may closely resemble 

What Type of Advanced 
Study Would You Consider 
after Graduation?

a.	 graduate school related to international studies

b.	 law school

c.	 business school

d.	 will take a break from school and then consider at a later time

How Do You
Connect?

think tanks
privately funded research- and 
policy-oriented institutes


